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CAN ENEMATA BE VOMITED?
SIR,-Apropos of this subject, the following titbit may be

interesting to some of your readers. It is given by the
authors of The Compleat Practice of Physick, Lond., 1665, p. 285.
" Matthew de Gradi reports of a girl, 12 years old, who in this
disease (iliack passion) for three days together did not only
vomit up Dung and Clysters, but also a long Suppository, a
short time after it was administered to her; and when another
Suppository was tyed to her Thigh, that was presently broken
off, and vomited up with a piece of the Thred at it; and when,
Thirdly, a Suppository was tyed with four strong Threds as
before; that also was broken off, and vomited up with part of
the Threds; and at length when the Mother, as desired by the
Physitian to administer another, it was drawn upward with so
much violence, that she was constrained suddenly to draw it
out least it should be again vomited up." Lind, in his De
Scriptis Medicis, says that Johannes Matthaeus de Gradibus
died in 1460.-I am, etc.,

JAMES H. AirELINNG.
Upper Wimpole Street, W., Nov. 21st.

TRADUCING THE PROFESSION.
SIR,-In addressing a meeting of working men last night in

Battersea, Mr. Berdoe, in addition to repeating the misstate-
ments he has previously scattered broadcast without justifica-
tion or apology, deliberately informed his artisan audience
that " they, their wives and children, were subjected in our
hospitals to operations which were not performed on a lady
who rode in her carriage." This outrageous allegation I
challenged. Of course, no answer was forthcoming. As a
member of the Association, I beg leave to protest against
this traducer of his profession remaining any longer in our
fellowship of medical practitioners.-I am, etc.,
Cavendish Square, W., Nov. 23rd. VrICTon HORSLEY.

AN APOLOGY SUGGESTED.
SIR,-Mr. Lawson Tait is reported as having recently, on a

public platform, announced his " inexpressible sense of
degradation at appearing there on behalf of the medical pro-
fession, " and as an apologist for their misdeeds; as
having declared their conduct in respect to experimental
physiology as "disgraceful;" and as having denounced the
" infamy " of certain professional brethren (and those not the
least eminent) in ascribing considerable obstetric progress
to the physiological study of asepsy. Ought he, or ought he
not to be admitted to professional comity, such as he is claim-
ing at the hands of the Medical Society with these words upon
his lips, and until he has apologised for this abuse and these
insults to his profession and its leaders, as publicly as he
has reviled them ? I put the question to him as well as to
the Fellows of the Society, and to the Members of the Branch
of which he is at present one of the official representatives
on the Council of the British Medical Association.-I am, etc.,
Nov. 22nd. MEDICu.S.

THE MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION.
SIR,-I was much interested in seeing the point raised, in

the BRITIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL of November 5th, with re-
ference to the costs of the trial in the case of Denholme v.
Tait.

I was wishful to join the Medical Defence Union, when I
was accidentally confronted by a letter from Dr. Leslie
Philips to Dr. Denholme, in which he writes:-" The Council
of the Medical Defence Union have adopted the action of the
Emergency Committee, who instructed Messrs. Johnson and
Co. to defend, without calling on Mr. Tait for any details.
They had already decided not to call on Dr. Denholme for
any details before deciding on their action."

I do not wish to reopen the whole question as to whether
the letter written by Mr. Tait was a justifiable one or not;
although I think it would be of value if the whole medico-
ethical aspect of the case could be discussed fully when any
feeling evoked has fully subsided, but I wish to point out
that the action of the Medical Defence Union to decide upon
such an important matter, without the fullest and freest in-
quiry into both sides, was hardly calculated to inspire confi-
dence in either its wisdom or its impartiality. Prima facie,

one would have thought a medical defence union would be
for the purpose of defending a general practitioner when
attacked, even when the attack was made by a president of
the union, although the fact that the practitioner was not
a member of the union would have probably prevented any
action in this case. It is true Mr. Tait said he cast no impu-
tation, but the effect of his language could only be to seri-
ously shake the confidence of his unfortunate patient's friends
in their regular practitioner, and although there might have
been only carelessness and no intentional injury on Mr.
Tait's part, and although the general practitioner might have
been badly advised in appealing to the law courts when he
received no explanation, modification, or withdrawal of
language, yet the fact that the Defence Union took no pains
to find out the whole matter is such a serious reflection that
it calls for some declaration of policy which shall more effi-
ciently guard the interests of general practitioners as well as
consultants, should they be unfortunate enough to be placed
in emergencies of a like kind.-I am, etc., M.D.London.

HOSPITAL FOR MENTAL DISEASES OF ASYLUMS.
SIR,-I am sure that all asylums physicians will heartily

agree with your proposition, referring to the advantage to be
gained by the attachment of hospitals for the acute and re-
coverable insane to the existing county asylums; and, in
addition, I would earnestly suggest the complete abolition of
the term " lunatic asylum," and its alteration into " hospital
for mental diseases," since all asylum physicians could bring
forward many cases to show that it is only the name which
keeps patients away from treatment in the early and more
curable stages of their mental disease.
There are also many reasons for believing that in the case of

counties requiring extension of provision for their insane, it
should be seriously considered whether it would not be both
cheaper and better to add a chronic " asylum " block to their
workhouse rather than to their existing asylum, improve the
diet of the inmates of this block, add a small staff, and put a
resident house surgeon in charge. This post would always be
filled by younger men, who could remain for six months or so.
The staff of the existing asylum (now become a " hospital for
mental diseases ") would require to be correspondingly in-
creased. On account of the removal of some working patients
this, however, is necessary in any case if progress in the
treatment of the insane is to occur. I feel sure that this plan
has cheapness to recommend it, and would greatly relieve the
overburdened asylum physician, giving him more time for
observation and treatment of the acute and curable cases.-I
am, etc.,

Nov. 7th. AN ALIENIST PHYSICIAN.
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THE: following gentlemen, who competed at the examination held on
November 7th and following days at Examination Hall, Victoria Embank-
ment, for appointment as Surgeon in the Royal Navy, have been suo.
cessful:

Marks. Marks.
H. S. Archdale........................ 2,841 C. L. W, Bunton, M.B ............. 2,446
F. H. A. Clayton, M.B............. 2,813 F. D. Lumley................. 2,396

R. J. Fy fe.2652 E. T. Meagher ................. 2302
P. Lord, M.B ........................ 2,577 H. E. Tomlinson................. 2,220
F. J. A. Dalton........................ 2,515 A. S. G. Bell ................. 2,218
P.M. May ........................ 2,468 B. B. Gilpin .................. , 2,133

THE NAVY.
THE following appointments have been made at the Admiralty: CHARLES
STRICKLAND, Surgeon, to the Excellent, November 12th; GEORGE T.
BISHOP, Surgeon, to the Excellent, November 16th; JOSEPH R. MAC-
DONNELL, M.D., Surgeon. to the President. additional, December 1st;
HORACE X. BROWNE, Staff-Surgeon. to the Phoebe, December 1st; THOMAS
M. SIBBALD, Staff-Surgeon, to the Vivid, additional, November 1st.

ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.
SURGEON-COLONEL P. B. SMITH, M.D., is promoted to be Surgeon-Major-
General, vice G. L Hinde, C.B., retired, October 27th. He entered the
service as Assistant-Surgeon September 15th, 1857; became Surgeon De-
cember 2nd, 1871; Surgeon-Major March 1st, 1873; Brigade-Surgeon May
7th, 1882; and Surgeon-Colonel from November 17th, 1886. He is in the
59th year of his age, but has no war record in the Army Lits8.
Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel A. F. CHURCHILL, M.B., is pro-

moted to be Surgeon-Colonel, vice P. B. Smith, M.D., October 27th. His


